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Uniform Bar Exam:

Illinois Application 

Info & Filing 
Deadlines



Applying to take the Illinois Bar Exam

July 

Exam

February 

Exam

Application typically becomes available in 

August 

• Apply before September 15: $950

• September 16 – November 1: $1150

• November 2 – December 15: $1450

Application typically becomes available in 

January 

• Apply before February 15: $950

• February 16 – April 1: $1150

• April 2 – May 15: $1450

Note: There is also a fee if you wish to use your laptop on the exam; you will be contacted by the IL 
Board with related details for registering to use your laptop. 



Application includes Character & Fitness Questionnaire

Most of application will be completed online (ilbaradmissions.org); some forms will be printed, 

completed, and submitted by mail. 

• All applicants must submit paper copies of a current driving record from all states licensed to drive 

within the last 10 years

• All electronic forms must be submitted, and paper copies & any required fees must be 

postmarked, by the deadline in order for application to be considered timely. 

All forms are available and can be browsed on the IL Bar of Admissions website at any time (check 

early!)

Application Considerations



Where Will I Sit for the Exam?

Location

• The location(s) of the exam are typically announced a few months before the exam.

• Most recently, it has been administered at the University of Illinois at Chicago, but it 

has varied and is subject to change.

Visitors’ accommodations

• If you will be traveling to IL for the exam (pending the pandemic, etc.), the IL 

Board typically works with one or more hotels in the area to offer discounted rates. 

• Check the IL Board’s website for more details.



• Contact your processor!

• Regardless of what stage you’re at in the application process, they are there to help:

Questions about the process or your application? 

This list can be found on the IL Board’s website as well.



Uniform Bar Exam: 

Details of the 

Exam



• Dates: February 23rd & 24th; July 27th & July 28th

• Passing score: 266 out of 400 points (after being scaled)

• Above average scores in one area can counteract below average scores in another

The Uniform Bar Exam in Illinois: MPTs, MEEs, & MBE

Morning: 3 hours Afternoon: 3 hours

Day 1: 
MPT (20%) & MEE (30%)

Two 90-min. MPT tasks Six 30-min MEE essays

Day 2: 
MBE (50%)

100 multiple-choice questions 100 multiple-choice questions



Day 1: 

Tuesday Morning

Multistate 

Performance Test

(MPT)

Morning session: 3 hours

• 2 Multistate Performance Tests (20%)

• “Think like a lawyer” section

• You are not required to know any law; file 

and library are given to you

• Receive both MPTs together  

• 90 min each to complete



Day 1:

Tuesday Afternoon

Multistate 

Essay Exam

(MEE)

Afternoon session: 3 hours

• 6 Multistate Essay Exam questions (30%)

• Receive all essays at same time

• 30 min per question

• Each essay tests 1 - 2 subjects with multiple issues

• 3 essays will likely be a MBE subject

• We provide Essay Topic Frequency Chart 

Subjects Tested: Business Associations (Agency and 

Partnership; Corporations and Limited Liability Companies), 

Civil Procedure, Conflict of Laws, Constitutional Law, 

Contracts, Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure, 

Evidence, Family Law, Real Property, Torts, Trusts and 

Estates (Decedents' Estates; Trusts and Future Interests), and 

Uniform Commercial Code (Secured Transactions) 



The Multistate Essay Exam – 30% of your score

Six essay questions in 3-hours testing 14 subject areas



Day 2: Wednesday

The Multistate Bar Exam (MBE) day (50%)

25 Questions Each: 

• Civil Procedure

• Constitutional Law

• Contracts

• Criminal Law/Procedure 

• Evidence

• Real Property 

• Torts

Subjects 

tested

• Applicable in D.C. & 49 states (exc. LA)

• 200 multiple-choice questions

• Morning: 100 questions (3 hours)

• Afternoon: 100 questions (3 hours)

• 175 questions graded 

• 25 pre-test questions – not identified

Exam 

breakdown



The Multistate Bar Exam – 50% of your score

Average scaled score is less than 70% 



• UBE passing scores range from 260-280 (out of 400)

• Portable UBE score usually good for 3-5 years depending on the jurisdiction

• Most UBE states require an applicant to be a graduate of an ABA accredited law school

• Foreign-trained attorneys: no indication other UBE jurisdictions will allow you to “port” your UBE 

score. Each UBE jurisdiction independently decides who may sit for their bar exam & who may 

be ultimately admitted

• Hypotheticals:

– If I took the UBE in CO (passing 276) and failed, but scored a 270, can I transfer my score to IL? Yes

– What if a jurisdiction (i.e. CA or FL) adopts the UBE after I sit for the UBE?

UBE Score Portability







Multistate 

Professional 

Responsibility 

Exam

(MPRE)



The MPRE

• 2-hour 60 multiple-choice question exam (50 graded and 10 experimental questions)

• IL requires score of 80 (scores are scaled and range from 50-150) 

• Raw score of approximately 30/50 converts to a scaled score of 85

Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam 

Passing the MPRE, FREE with BARBRI

• Provide study plan, roughly 15-20 hours overall

• 4-hour lecture (live stream this fall and on demand)

• MPRE Review Book

• In-depth outline and condensed outline (hardcopy and digital)

• 4 MPRE exams with explanatory answers (also available on BARBRI APP)

• Lecture handout 



Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam Registration

Upcoming Test 
Dates

Registration Deadline Fee: 
$135

Potential Conflicts

March 29 or 30, 2021 January 4, 2021 Spring break

August 11 or 12, 2021 June 10, 2021 Approximately 2 weeks 
after the bar exam

November 4 or 5, 2021 September 17, 2021 Delayed bar admission



HOW BARBRI CAN 

MAKE YOUR BAR 

PREP EASIER



HOW BARBRI CAN 

MAKE YOUR BAR 

PREP EASIER

• Data Driven Study Plans



HOW BARBRI CAN 

MAKE YOUR BAR 

PREP EASIER

• Data Driven Study Plans

• Unparalleled Feedback



BARBRI pioneered data-driven study plan design.



Everything BARBRI does is for a reason.

Every BARBRI assignment has been 

proven to be correlated to bar passage.

This allows for fewer assignments that 

have a stronger impact on performance.

What does this mean for HLS students? 

24



Know precisely where you are & what you need to do.



Do the right assignments on the right day at the right time.



Learn with online lectures: 

short modules that stress application for faster learning. 



Feedback that compares you to 

more test takers than all other 

courses combined.





All BARBRI Courses Include…

Early Start 
Bar Review Baseline

Online Personal Study Plan
Comprehensive Lectures & Lecture Materials

100+ Essays for Review & Self Grading
2,500+ Multiple Choice Questions
Online Essay Architect Software

LawMaster Study Keys App
BARBRI Study Plan App
Immersion Workshops

Attorney Support

Courses for all U.S. Jurisdictions
2L/3L Mastery

Additional Details & Comparison Chart at https://www.barbri.com

https://www.barbri.com/


2021 Bar Review: Three Tier Offering

• Guided Pass - $2,699 (limited time discount)

– Best for those who desire the flagship course with 
structure & guidance.  

• Self Pass - $1,999

– Best for the self-motivated, confident students and 
licensed attorneys.

• Ultimate Pass - $3,999

– Best for those who desire the most support before 
and after the bar.



2021 Bar Review

Three Tier Offerings

Guided Pass

$2,699*
*will increase over time up to $2,999

Self Pass

$1,999

Ultimate Pass

$3,999



Guided Pass - $2,699* 
* will increase over time up to $2,999

• Best for those who desire the flagship course with structure & 

guidance.  

– On-demand and live lectures

– Hard copy book set + digital copy

– Simulated MBE + Pass Predictor + customized report

– Over 2,500 multiple-choice questions, plus NCBE released questions

– Unlimited expert graded essays

– Featured listing in BARBRI Job Network

• Guarantee: One same-state online retake for the next exam, regardless 
of completion.

2021 Bar Review: Three Tier Offering



2021 Bar Review: Three Tier Offering

Self Pass - $1,999
• Best for the self-motivated, confident students and licensed attorneys.

– Online On-Demand Lectures

– Digital Books

– Directed Essay Grading

– BARBRI Guarantee: One same-state online retake for the next exam, with 87% course completion.

Ultimate Pass - $3,999 + Gift Self Pass to PI Friend (exp. 11/8)
• Best for those who desire the most support before and after the bar.

– Personal Coach

– Hard copy book set + digital copy

– Unlimited Essay Grading

– Free iPad

– Multistate Edge Access

– Mini MBA & E-Discovery Course Access

– BARBRI Guarantee: Unlimited online retakes + repeat taker exam fee reimbursement.



Rachel Ullman
BARBRI Director of Legal Education (Harvard)

Rachel.Ullman@barbri.com


