
HLS Mock Trial 

2021-2022 Tryout Packet

General Information 

Hello! We are so glad that you are interested in joining HLS mock trial. This year, tryouts will be taking 

place Saturday, September 18th, 2021 through Tuesday, September 21st, 2021 on Zoom. Each tryout is 

about twenty minutes long. You will perform in front of our student board. We will ask you a few 

questions about yourself and then ask you to show us your stuff!   

Preparing for the Tryout 
➢ To let us know you want to audition, go to our website at

https://orgs.law.harvard.edu/mocktrial/join/ and fill out the Mock Trial Tryout Form 2021 - 2022.

It will ask you about your availability during certain time slots. We will get back to you with

your assigned audition slot. The application will also contain a few questions to help us get to

know you a bit better before you try out.

➢ After that, start preparing the three audition components: (1) Opening, (2) Debate, and (3)

Improvisation. More on these below!

➢ Practice, practice, practice! We want to see what you’re made of, so we recommend running your

material a few times and trying to memorize it so we can see you at your best.

What are we looking for? 

➢ We know many people in law school have not done (or heard of) mock trial before. That’s not a

problem at all. It’s important to know that almost all unfamiliar concepts can be taught once you

are on the team. What is harder to teach are the skills that make people successful at mock trial.

➢ To that end, the tryout is designed to test the skills that make strong mockers: confidence, public

speaking, improvisation, writing, critical thinking, and debate. The rest, we can teach you.

➢ Each tryout part is going to test skills important to succeeding in mock trial. For example, with

your Opening Statement, we hope you’ll come prepared to showcase your critical thinking,

writing, and public speaking skills. In your Mock Debate, we want to see your ability to

confidently defend arguments and coherently answer unexpected questions. Finally, in the

Improvisation, we want to see your ability to think on your feet and stay calm even when

presented with the unexpected.

Tryout Tips 

➢ Dress the part. Business or business casual is great!

➢ Presentation matters. Even if you forget what you want to say, show us that you are confident

and can convey emotions and arguments in a believable way.

➢ Be creative. We want to see what you can come up with, so when it comes to preparing the case,

feel free to think outside of the facts to come up with new arguments or interesting characters.

https://orgs.law.harvard.edu/mocktrial/join/


*courtesy of Megan Jones – National Champion, UCLA MT alumni, and UVA Law 3L 

1. OPENING STATEMENT
Write and deliver a 1-2 minute opening statement for either side (defense or prosecution) in the

case below. The purpose of this opening statement is to tell a compelling story about how the

evidence will show the defendant should be found guilty or not guilty of the crime.

2. MOCK DEBATE
Pick a side and prepare to argue the debate topic below for about two or three minutes. Expect to

be interrupted during your argument and asked to respond to counter-arguments and questions.

Should college students be required to take general education classes? 

Should the government monitor all information exchanged on the internet? 

Should the government make voting mandatory? 

3. Improvisation
You’ll be asked to take a position on an easy, no-research-required topic (for example, “What is

your favorite color?” “What is the best State?” “What is the best meal of the day” etc.) This topic

will not be revealed ahead of time. We may ask you unexpected questions relating to that topic.

This portion will test your ability to think on your feet and stay calm and confident even when

presented with the unexpected. Absolutely no research or written preparation is expected (and

would be a waste of time).

FACT PATTERN: 
People v. L. Canning* 

P. Florrick was a successful prosecutor who had worked in Boston for the past twenty years. On

May 11, 2018, P. Florrick was at Brattle Theater with their spouse, A. Florrick, and their child. The 

three viewed a 9:00pm showing of Avengers: Infinity War. The movie ended just after 11:00pm. After 

the movie ended, P Florrick went to use the theater restroom. In the restroom, P. Florrick was stabbed 

seven times and died from blood loss. A coroner, D. Lockheart, examined the body and determined all 

the stab wounds came from a 2X Lift, a common kitchen knife. No suspect was apprehended at the scene 

of the crime, and no witnesses were in the bathroom when the stabbing occurred. At the scene, A. 

Florrick claimed to have seen someone running from the theater just after P. Florrick was discovered.  

In order to find the perpetrator, police looked to all the defendants prosecuted by P. Florrick who 

had been recently released.  The suspects were shown in a line-up to A. Florrick, who identified L. 

Canning as the person A. Florrick had seen running from the scene that night. Canning had been 

prosecuted by P. Florrick for a DUI and had been imprisoned for seven years. Canning had been released 

six months prior to the murder. After obtaining a warrant, police found a 2X Lift in Canning’s kitchen.  

     Canning was charged and plead not guilty to the murder of P. Florrick. Canning claimed Canning 

was viewing a 10:30 showing of Avengers: Infinity War in Harvard Theater, which is right across the 

street from Brattle Theater, and that Canning was in the movie the entire time the crime was being 

committed. A janitor cleaning the theater, E. Gold, confirms that Canning was at the 10:30 showing both 

at the beginning and end of the movie in Harvard Theater. 



WITNESS STATEMENTS 

A. Florrick (prosecution witness) D. Lockhart (prosecution witness)

     I was married to P. for seventeen years before all 

this happened. On May 11th, 2018, P. and I took our 

daughter to see Avengers: Infinity War at Brattle 

Theater at 9:00 PM. The movie finished just after 

11:00. Afterwards, P. went to use the bathroom. P. was 

in there so long, I started to get worried. I opened the 

bathroom door and saw my spouse lying in a puddle of 

blood on the floor. I immediately turned and saw 

someone running away out of the theater. I didn’t see 

the person’s face because they were wearing a hood. I 

called the police and told them what happened. A few 

days later, they showed me a lineup and I recognized L. 

Canning as the person who ran out of the theater that 

night. I know Canning did this to my spouse, and I 

hope that criminal scum gets put away forever. 

     I was the coroner assigned to examine the body of P. 

Florrick, the deceased, on the morning of May 12th. 

During my examination, I discovered seven stab 

wounds on the deceased’s body. Four were located on 

the chest, and three on the stomach. Based on the 

width of the stabs as well as the unique tearing of the 

deceased’s flesh, I was able to match the serration to 

the 2X Lift, a common kitchen knife used to slice meat. 

     Later, the police presented me with a 2X Lift and 

informed me that it had been collected from the 

defendant’s kitchen. I told them that the knife was 

identical to the one that had been used to murder P. 

Florrick. 

E. Gold (defense witness) L. Canning (defense witness)

     I’m a janitor at the Harvard Theater. I was working 

on the night of May 11th, 2018 cleaning the theater. 

     The police showed me a picture of someone they said 

was named Canning. I recognized that person. Canning 

had been at the Harvard Theater on May 11th. When I 

went into the theater that night to clean it up for the 

10:30pm movie, Canning was sitting in the edge seat of 

the very back row. Canning said hi to me and asked me 

a lot of questions about when I would be working that 

night and what time the movie was showing in the 

other theater. Canning was so nice. I left before the 

movie started and came back around 1:00am. The 

credits were rolling, but Canning was there still sitting 

in the back row in the very edge seat. I am 100% 

positive Canning was seeing a movie that night, not 

killing anyone!  

     Let me set the record straight: I didn’t kill P. Sure, I 

was upset at first that I went to prison, but as time 

passed I realized I deserved it for driving drunk and 

paralyzing that woman. I did seven years, I paid my 

debt to society and now I just want to get on with my 

life.   

     On the night of May 11th, I was seeing the 10:30 

showing of Avengers: Infinity War. Honestly, I didn’t 

really absorb much of the plot – after being in prison so 

long, I haven’t really been able to keep track of all 

these new characters. I can prove I was there because I 

talked to a janitor working there that night, and I even 

gave the police my movie ticket. I never even went into 

the other theater, so I couldn’t have killed P. There are 

plenty of people out there who want P. dead, but I 

swear it wasn’t me. 




