
quinn emanuel trial lawyers
quinn emanuel urquhart & sullivan, llp

Zoom v. IRL:
How Covid Has Changed the Way We Try Cases

A discussion on what it is like to try cases virtually, followed by Q&A
 about life as a litigator at Quinn Emanuel

Speakers: Christopher Kercher, Ellyde Thompson, Kaitlyn O’Connor 
(Harvard 2013), Jesse Bernstein (Harvard 2015), Leigha Empson (Harvard 2017)

Moderator: Harry Olivar, (Harvard 1989)

Thursday, November 12th

12:00 pm ET

$15 lunch credit will be provided for attendees!

Please RSVP for this event to:
Taylormitchell@quinnemanuel.com
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Patent Applications Naming Artificial Intelligence System as Inventor Raise 
Intriguing Questions
In August 2019, a team of patent attorneys led by Ryan 
Abbott, a law professor at the University of Surrey in the 
United Kingdom, filed patent applications in various 
jurisdictions, including the United States, naming a 
sole inventor:  DABUS, an artificial intelligence system 
developed by the physicist and computer scientist, Dr. 
Stephen Thaler.  Some of the patent applications relate 
to a new type of beverage container design based on 
fractal geometry while others to a device for attracting 
search and rescue teams, which flashes a light in a 
rhythm that mimics neural activity.  According to the 
University, if patents are granted, they would be the 
first patents ever issued with an artificial intelligence 
system as the sole inventor.  These applications raise 
novel questions of U.S. patent law:  Can a U.S. patent 
issue designating an artificial intelligence system as the 

inventor?  If so, what would that mean for the rights 
and obligations that normally apply to inventors in 
the United States?  If not, how should the law handle 
inventions made by artificial intelligence?  
 These patent applications are the latest in a series 
relating to Dr. Thaler and artificial intelligence.  In 
1998, he received his first U.S. patent for an artificial 
intelligence system he called the “Creativity Machine.”  
According to Dr. Thaler and Professor Abbott, the 
Creativity Machine already has invented the claimed 
subject matter of another U.S. patent, U.S. Pat. No. 
5,852,815, directed to certain neural networks.  Dr. 
Thaler has indicated that, although he is listed as the 
sole inventor on that patent, the real inventor is the 
Creativity Machine.  See Abbott, Ryan, “I Think, 
Therefore I Invent:  Creative Computers and the 

The Recorder Recognizes QE Women Leaders in Tech Law
Diane Doolittle, Co-Chair of the firm’s National Trial Practice, and Victoria Maroulis, 
Head of the firm’s Silicon Valley Office, were recognized as Women Leaders in Tech 
Law for the 2019 California Leaders in Tech Law and Innovation Awards by The 
Recorder.  Doolittle’s work with LendingClub and Marvell, successfully defending 
them in securities actions and government investigations, and Maroulis’ role in 
winning a successful settlement for Samsung in a major patent dispute, garnered their 
award achievement.  The awards recognize individual lawyers and companies who are 
innovators in technology and their overall career experience. Q

Debbie Shon Is Recognized by National Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association
The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NABAPA) has presented 
Debbie Shon with the 2019 Women’s Leadership Award.   This award recognizes 
the accomplishments of women lawyers and is presented to an individual who 
has achieved excellence in her field or who has demonstrated leadership and  
advancement of women or women’s issues.  NABAPA has also recognized Debbie  
with the Daniel K. Inouye Trailblazer Award, which honors recipients for their 
significant accomplishments both in the legal arena and the Asian Pacific American 
community. Q
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