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Preparing for your 
first class



Agenda
• Overview of your reading
• Approaches to reading and note-taking
• Q&A with 2Ls & 3Ls 



Overview of your reading



1. Case Caption

2. Case Citation

3. Judge Name

4. Procedural Posture 

5. Facts

6. Holding and Legal Reasoning

7. Disposition

8. Concurring or Dissenting Opinions

Sections of an opinion



Holding & disposition defined



Reading approaches for your first class



Common approaches

Highlighting

Margin Notes

Road-mapping 
labels

Briefing

These are not the only approaches; it is important to find one 
that works best for you. 



Highlighting key quotes

Patents endow their holders with certain superpowers, but only for a 
limited time. In crafting the patent laws, Congress struck a balance 
between fostering innovation and ensuring public access to  [*2407]  
discoveries. While a patent lasts, the patentee possesses exclusive 
rights to the patented article—rights he may sell or license for 
royalty payments if he so chooses. See 35 U.S.C. §154(a)(1). But a 
patent typically expires 20 years from the day the application for it 
was filed. See §154(a)(2). And when the patent expires, the 
patentee’s prerogatives expire too, and the right to make or use the 
article, free from all restriction, passes to the public. See Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. v. Stiffel Co., 376 U.S. 225, 230, 84 S. Ct. 784, 11 
L. Ed. 2d 661, 1964 Dec. Comm'r Pat. 425 (1964).



Road-mapping labels

Patents endow their holders with certain superpowers, 
but only for a limited time. In crafting the patent laws, 
Congress struck a balance between fostering 
innovation and ensuring public access to  [*2407]  
discoveries. While a patent lasts, the patentee 
possesses exclusive rights to the patented 
article—rights he may sell or license for royalty 
payments if he so chooses. See 35 U.S.C. §154(a)(1). 
But a patent typically expires 20 years from the day 
the application for it was filed. See §154(a)(2). And 
when the patent expires, the patentee’s prerogatives 
expire too, and the right to make or use the article, 
free from all restriction, passes to the public. See 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. v. Stiffel Co., 376 U.S. 225, 
230, 84 S. Ct. 784, 11 L. Ed. 2d 661, 1964 Dec. 
Comm'r Pat. 425 (1964).

Rule (case)

Rule (statute)

Legislative intent
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Margin notes

Patents endow their holders with certain superpowers, 
but only for a limited time. In crafting the patent laws, 
Congress struck a balance between fostering 
innovation and ensuring public access to  [*2407]  
discoveries. While a patent lasts, the patentee 
possesses exclusive rights to the patented 
article—rights he may sell or license for royalty 
payments if he so chooses. See 35 U.S.C. §154(a)(1). 
But a patent typically expires 20 years from the day 
the application for it was filed. See §154(a)(2). And 
when the patent expires, the patentee’s prerogatives 
expire too, and the right to make or use the article, 
free from all restriction, passes to the public. See 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. v. Stiffel Co., 376 U.S. 225, 
230, 84 S. Ct. 784, 11 L. Ed. 2d 661, 1964 Dec. 
Comm'r Pat. 425 (1964).

Patents give 
owners exclusive 
rights for 20 years

When patent 
expires, anyone 
can make/use



Briefing a case
• “Briefing” is a note-taking approach
• Often structured as an outline or series of bullets describing the 

following case elements:
• Parties
• Facts
• Procedural posture
• Issue
• Holding 
• Rule
• Legal reasoning

• Can later be incorporated into an outline



Case brief: an example



Case notes: an example

It can be helpful to tailor the 
categories once you know your 

professor’s style 

Some professors like to ask about 
the cases in the notes



Other options

Just read, and 
then take notes 

in class!

Take notes on 
an outline from 

Too Dope

Adapt 
briefs 

available 
online

Make 
flashcards of 
cases as you 

read

Mark the 
reading up 
after classCombine 

options



Panel Q&A


